
Currently Identified Areas of Concern

Areas That Should Be Avoided
This includes the McNary Wildlife Refuge, wind turbines,
historical sites, and landfills. Environmental regulations and
economic considerations require that these areas be avoided
unless no other reasonable alternative exists.

Areas That Should Be Avoided
Relative areas are wetlands, floodplains, and significant
habitat. Going through these areas would require actions to
reduce or eliminate negative impacts, resulting in significantly
increased project costs.

Evaluation Areas
This area is being evaluated in-depth. Based on current
information, the new highway will likely be located somewhere
within this band unless something critical is discovered.
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Project Timeline

Initial Planning
Get a general idea of what needs to be done and how much it will cost
● 1998 and 2002 Included in the Highway Systems Plans
● August 2001 Footprint Report – Wallula to Walla Walla

Phase 7 & 8 Environmental Documentation and Compliance
Ensure that environmental statutes and regulations are followed
● January 2004 Field investigation started
● September 2006 Preliminary alternatives analysis completed
● June 2009 Environmental Assessment (EA) scheduled for completion

Securing Funding (ongoing)
Generate support and funding
● August 2001 US Highway 12 Coalition was formed 
● July 2003 Corridor Study funded by Nickel Package

Frenchtown Vicinity to Walla Walla: Phase 6
Funded by the 2005 Transportation Partnership Funding Package
● January 2003 Preliminary design & environmental documentation started
● July 2005 Project design and contract preparation started, environmental documentation continues
● Construction scheduled to start Spring 2008

Public Hearings and Open Houses
WSDOT designers present ideas, answer questions, and listen to public input
● March 2004 Open House in Burbank and Walla Walla 
● May 2005 Open House in Burbank and Walla Walla
● January 2008 Open House in Touchet

What is the purpose of this study?
The Wallula to Walla Walla corridor study was originally funded to study alignment alternatives 
and document environmental impacts for a new four-lane highway from Wallula to Walla Walla. 
The Frenchtown to Walla Walla section (Phase 6) was broken out when additional funding 
became available. The corridor study is now developing a recommendation for the final 
location of the proposed new alignment from Wallula to Frenchtown, and finalizing the 
environmental documentation. The new four-lane highway will be north of the existing US 12 
highway.

What has been accomplished so far?
WSDOT and our consultant, David Evans and Associates (DEA) have analyzed the 
archaeological, historical, wildlife, endangered species, and engineering impacts for three 
alternates. This analysis determined the northern alignment had the fewest impacts to the 
environment and was proposed to move forward into the next step of development.

What are the next steps?
We will continue to refine the northern alignment and further document our impacts to the 
environment as we complete the Environmental Assessment (EA).

What will the Environmental Assessment accomplish?
The EA will identify constraints for the proposed highway, including social, economic, historical, 
wildlife, environmental, engineering, and financial. We will also develop preliminary project 
schedules and the estimated cost to build this four-lane highway from Wallula to the 
Frenchtown Monument vicinity.
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Wallula to Walla Walla Corridor Study: Phases 7 & 8
Four-laning US Highway 12
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